STORYLINE
SESSION SIX:

CONQUEST AND
SETTLEMENT
JOSHUA and JUDGES

The Period of Conquest and Settlement of the Land
DATES:

1400 – 1050 BCE

PLACE(S):

Canaan

EVENTS:

Moses to Joshua; preparing to enter; winning and

losing battles; apportionment of tribal allotments; failure to complete
the task; lack of leadership and its consequences – 300 years of
covenant failure.
PEOPLE:

Moses, Joshua, Deborah, Gideon, Samson

CHANGE:

Tribes of Israel settled in Canaan

The Old Testament IS……
1. An UNFULFILLED PROMISE

Matthew 5:17

2. An UNREACHED DESTINATION

John 5:39

3. A PERSON yet to COME

Luke 24:27

4. An UNRESOLVED MYSTERY

I Cor. 15:3,4

5. A CHILD preparing for MATURITY

Galatians 3:24

6. A shadow waiting for the REALITY

Colossians 2:17

JESUS - the ONLY

Complete Picture
1. John 14 Anyone who has seen me

has seen the Father
2. Colossians 1 The Son is the image
of the invisible God…for God was
pleased to have all his fulness dwell
in him,
3. Hebrews 1
but in these last days
he has spoken to us by his
Son,……The Son is the radiance of
God’s glory and the exact
representation of his being,

THE SMALL STORY TELLING the BIG STORY
• What was God’s Intention?
• What was the human response to God?
• How was the plan resisted by the enemy?
• What was the human counter-strategy or failure?
• What was God’s redemptive response?

?
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Joshua and Judges

FIVE PHASES
1. Preparation (1-5)
2. Conquest (6-12)
3. Settlement (13-22)
4. Failure to
Complete (22-2)
5. Generational
Failure (3-21)

1.
2.
3.

CONQUEST AND SETTLEMENT:

ENTITIES

4.

God’s INTENTION
for the land and
the people
The people’s
COMMITMENT to
a lifestyle of trust
The strategies of
THE ENEMY to
stop god’s people
fulfilling god’s
purposes
Redemptive
INTERVENTION by
god

PREPARATION
LEADERSHIP and COVENANT VISION
• Personal encounter
• Public recognition
• Collective affirmation: spies, Jordan,
Covenant renewal

CONQUEST
• Kingdom battles and moral righteousness
• Obedience
• Recognition of what is sacred and what is
common
• Prophetic strategy

SETTLEMENT
•Tribal territorial allotment
•Cities of refuge
•Levitical towns

FAILURE TO
COMPLETE

•Warnings of spiritual compromise
•Covenant renewal
•Failure to Complete

GENERATIONAL
FAILURE

•God-appointed godly leadership
•doing what is right in your own
eyes
•Culture wars
•External oppression reflects
collective compromise (300 years
of cyclic failure)

GOD’S
INTENTION
I will send My terror ahead of you and throw into confusion every
nation you encounter. I will make all your enemies turn and run. I
will send the hornet before you to drive the Hivites and Canaanites
and Hittites out of your way. I will not drive them out before you in
a single year; otherwise the land would become desolate and wild
animals would multiply against you. Little by little I will drive them
out ahead of you, until you become fruitful and possess the land.
EXODUS 23

GOD’S
INTENTION
“Moses my servant is dead. Therefore, the time has come for
you to lead these people, the Israelites, across the Jordan River
into the land I am giving them. 3 I promise you what I promised
Moses: ‘Wherever you set foot, you will be on land I have given
you—4 from the Negev wilderness in the south to the Lebanon
mountains in the north, from the Euphrates River in the east to
the Mediterranean Sea in the west, including all the land of the
Hittites.’ 5 No one will be able to stand against you as long as
you live. For I will be with you as I was with Moses. I will not fail
you or abandon you.

JOSHUA’S and
ISRAEL’S RESPONSE
Joshua then commanded the officers of Israel, “Go through the
camp and tell the people to get their provisions ready. In three
days you will cross the Jordan River and take possession of the
land the Lord your God is giving you.”…….
….. We will obey you just as we obeyed Moses. And may the
Lord your God be with you as he was with Moses. 18 Anyone
who rebels against your orders and does not obey your words
and everything you command will be put to death. So be strong
and courageous!”
JOSHUA 1

FAILURE TO COMPLETE
19 The Lord was with the people of Judah, and they took possession
of the hill country. But they failed to drive out the people living in the
plains, who had iron chariots. 20 The town of Hebron was given to
Caleb as Moses had promised. And Caleb drove out the people living
there, who were descendants of the three sons of Anak.
21 The tribe of Benjamin, however, failed to drive out the Jebusites,
who were living in Jerusalem. So to this day the Jebusites live in
Jerusalem among the people of Benjamin.
JUDGES 1,2

FAILURE TO COMPLETE
The angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal to Bokim and said to
the Israelites, “I brought you out of Egypt into this land that I
swore to give your ancestors, and I said I would never break my
covenant with you. 2 For your part, you were not to make any
covenants with the people living in this land; instead, you were
to destroy their altars. But you disobeyed my command. Why
did you do this? 3 So now I declare that I will no longer drive out
the people living in your land. They will be thorns in your sides,
and their gods will be a constant temptation to you.”
JUDGES 2

WEEPING but no REPENTANCE
4 When the angel of the Lord finished speaking to all
the Israelites, the people wept loudly. 5 So they called
the place Bokim (which means “weeping”), and they
offered sacrifices there to the Lord.
JUDGES 2

JOSHUA:

STRATEGIES of the ENEMY (samples)

Chapter 1
q Failure of new leader(s) to accept their call and take responsibility to
represent God and his purposes. (1)
q Accepting the suggestion that God has failed you. (5)
q Weakness, fear, discouragement. (6,7)
q Failing to connect with God through the Word of God. (8)
q Failing to become aware of what God is doing in the midst of enemy
strength and presence. (spies in Jericho) (Ch. 2)

ENEMY STRATEGIES: Josh. 22-24; Judges 1,2
q BREAKING COVENANT through adopting the values and lifestyle
of contemporary culture and presence (adopting the ways of the
people around you rather than becoming sons and daughters of
God) (Josh. 23,24)
q FAILING TO COMPLETE THE WORK The Israelites were told that
God would drive out the people of the land. Instead they left the
difficult pockets of Canaanite presence and lost their authority
and anointing – and then weren’t willing to change. (Jud. 1,2)

FULFILLMENT IN JESUS
q FAILURE TO COMPLETE THE TASK But as surely as the Lord
your God has given you the good things he promised, he will also
bring disaster on you if you disobey him. He will completely
destroy you from this good land he has given you. 16 If you
break the covenant of the Lord your God by worshiping and
serving other gods, his anger will burn against you, and you will
quickly vanish from the good land he has given you.” JUDGES 1,2

Tribal Origins of God-appointed Leaders in Israel
• MOSES

Levi

• JOSHUA

Ephraim

• DEBORAH

Benjamin

• GIDEON

Manasseh

• SAMSON

Dan

• SAMUEL
• SAUL

• DAVID
• ISAIAH
• JEREMIAH

Judah
Judah
Benjamin

Ephraim

• EZEKIEL
• DANIEL
• JONAH
• ELIJAH

Levi
Judah
Zebulun
Manasseh

Benjamin

• ELISHA

Isaachar

