
STORYLINE

SESSION EIGHT:  

THE DIVIDED KINGDOM

Part One:  The Northern Kingdom of Israel
1 Kings 12-22; 2 Kings 1-17; Amos, Hosea, Jonah, Micah



The Divided Kingdom:  Summary

DATES: 931 – 722 BCE

PLACE(S): Israel – lands of  the ten tribes:  Asher, Dan, Ephraim, Gad, 
Issachar, Manasseh, Naphtali, Reuben, Simeon, and Zebulun

EVENTS: Secession under Jereboam I;  the prophets:  Elijah, Elisha, 

Amos, Jonah, Hoshea; Dynasties and their demise.

PEOPLE: Jereboam I, Ahab, Jehu, Jereboam II, Elijah, Elisha

OT. BOOKS 1 Kings 12-22;  2 Kings 1-17;  Amos, Hosea, Jonah

CHANGE: A record of  the high cost of  rebellion and the devastating 

effects of  a covenant broken by pervasive and persistant idolatry.









COVENANT 

BOOK ENDS

1 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” 
for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 
2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of  heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is 
now among the people, and he will dwell with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself  
will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will 
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no 
more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for 
the old order of  things has passed away.” 5 He 
who was seated on the throne said, “I am 
making everything new!
REVELATION 21



COVENANT 

BOOK ENDS

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our 
image, in our likeness, so that they may rule 
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 
sky, over the livestock and all the wild 
animals, and over all the creatures that move 
along the ground.”   27 So God created 
mankind in his own image, in the image of  
God he created them; male and female he 
created them. 28 God blessed them and said 
to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; 
fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the 
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and 
over every living creature that moves on the 
ground. ”     

GENESIS 1:26-28



Image Bearers, Presence Carriers and Purpose Fulfillers

1. Through the family of  Adam and Eve (Gen. 1) - instead, this family became fully overtaken 

by wickedness (Gen. 6)

2. Through the family of  Noah (Gen. 6) – instead, this family decided to build their own city 

and become independently powerful (Gen. 11)

3. Through a single covenanted nation/community living by the Word of  God from their own 

land (Israel - Canaan) governed directly by God as king (Genesis 12) through his Word, the 

Tabernacle and Priesthood – but this nation failed to bind themselves to God and 

eventually asked for their own kind of  king (1 Samuel 8)

4. Through a single community (people group) governed by a human king chosen by God –

but this people group separated and refused to be shaped by the Word, the Tabernacle 

and the God-appointed leaders (1 Kings 11,12)



Failure – source and process

1. Through the presence and direct suggestion of  the serpent (Did God 

say?)

2. Through the spiral of  unchecked wickedness (every thought evil)

3. Through the influence and alternatives offered by the ways and 

cultural values of  the kingdoms of  this world (Canaanites etc.)

4. Through the failure of  leaders and the rebelliousness of  people 

(Ahijah and Jereboam, the high official in Solomon’s public service)



Success – as modeled by Jesus Christ

1. Because he fully embraced everything God had said, Satan’s suggestions 

had no power to persuade him  (Matthew 4)

2. Jesus’ identity as Son of  his Father filled his personhood; there was no 

room for wickedness (John 14) 

3. Jesus’ sense of  commitment to the kingdom of  God left no room in him for 

personal ambition – thus no need for the things offered by the kingdoms 

of  this world  (Philippians 2)

4. Jesus fully represented his Father’s love and purpose, every day – this 

leadership offered no reward other than redemption (Matthew 20)



THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL

THE COSTLY ROAD TO 
DISINTEGRATION

1. Jereboam 1 - offer refused (1 Kings 11)

2. Ahab/Jezebel and Elijah (1 Kings 18)

3. God’s merciful re-marriage to a 
prostitute  Hosea 3

4. Samaria and its king will float away 
(Hosea 10)

5. Amos:  “this is the king’s sanctuary” 
(Amos 7)



JEREBOAM:  THE OFFER

34 “‘But I will not take the whole kingdom out of Solomon’s hand; I 
have made him ruler all the days of his life for the sake of David my 
servant, whom I chose and who obeyed my commands and decrees. 
35 I will take the kingdom from his son’s hands and give you ten 
tribes. 36 I will give one tribe to his son so that David my servant may 
always have a lamp before me in Jerusalem, the city where I chose to 
put my Name.
1 KINGS 11



ELIJAH 
loving (?) warnings from heaven

20 So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and 
assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel. 21 Elijah went 
before the people and said, “How long will you waver 
between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but 
if Baal is God, follow him.”  But the people said nothing.
1 KINGS 18



HOSEA
God re-marrying a prostitute

1 The Lord said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, 
though she is loved by another man and is an adulteress. Love 
her as the Lord loves the Israelites, though they turn to other 
gods and love the sacred raisin cakes. ”  2 So I bought her for 
fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of 
barley. 3 Then I told her, “You are to live with me many days; 
you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and 
I will behave the same way toward you.”                    HOSEA 3



AMOS
The lion has roared, who will not fear?

8 The lion has roared — who will not fear?  The Sovereign 
Lord has spoken— who can but prophesy? 9 Proclaim to 
the fortresses of Ashdod and to the fortresses of Egypt: 
“Assemble yourselves on the mountains of Samaria; see 
the great unrest within her and the oppression among 
her people.” 10 “They do not know how to do right, ” 
declares the Lord, “who store up in their fortresses what 
they have plundered and looted.”                 HOSEA 3


